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Welcome to Worship! In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors
as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the
rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy
are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of
Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us. Christians of all denominations
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table. We commune children of any age who have
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church. Children who
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing. Both red wine and
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need.

If you are visiting today, please sign the guest register after worship. Plan to worship
with us again soon.

Bell

Welcome and announcements

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand if yon are able

Confession And Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lozd.

Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
tforgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ELW 632
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. Music: William Croft, 1678-1727 Public Domain

1 O God, our help in ages past, 2 Under the shadow of your throne

our hope for years to come, your saints have dwelt secure;

our shelter from the stormy blast, sufficient is your arm alone,

and our eternal home: and our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood 4 A thousand ages in your sight

or earth received its frame, are like an evening gone,

from everlasting you are God, short as the watch that ends the night

to endless years the same. before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,

bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,

they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last

dies at the op'ning day. and our eternal home.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may

gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated



First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6
A reading from Isaiah.

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers
comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
“Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
’For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
' Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
’T will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
* Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 138 (Read responsively)
‘T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
°I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
"When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
" All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
"They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
*The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall
save me.
"You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
A reading from Romans.

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values
and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing
work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry
Sfunction to build up the body of Christ.

‘T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act
of worship. “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect.

" For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. " For as in one body we have many members
and not all the members have the same function, ’so we, who are many, are one body in
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Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ° We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; “ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ° the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Gospel Acclamation “Thy Word Is a Lamp”
© 1984 Meadowgteen Music Co./ Bug and Bear Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing
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Text: Psalm 119:105, refrain; Michael W. Smith, stanzas

Music: Amy Grant

Text and music © 1984 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing; and Bug and Bear Music, sdmin. Word Music, Inc.




Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

" Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ” He said to
them, “But who do you say that T am?” '° Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” '" And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '* And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. "’ T will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” *’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Youth Time

Sermon
Please stand if yon are able

Hymn of the Day “Be Thon My Vision” ELW 793
Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.

Music: Irish tune Public Domain

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art: I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.

thog my best thought by day and by gight, Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower,
waking of sleeping, thy presence my light. raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
3 Riche‘s I heed not, not vain, empty praise, 4 Light of my soul, after victory won,

thou mine inheritance, now and always: may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!

thou, and thou only, first in my heart, Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Prayers of the people:
Response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
Please be seated

Offering “Be Thon My VVision”

Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.
Music: Irish tune Public Domain

Please stand if you are able

Offering Vs. 2 “God, We Gather As Your People”
Text and music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin.Augsburg Fortress
2 Oh, we sing for all the children, Refrain
that one day they be free; Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,
and we sing for generations yet to be, fling the church doors open wide.
that they never have a reason May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside.
to doubt that they ate blest. For in God there is a welcome,
May they, in your love, find rest. Refrain in God we all belong,
May that welcome be our song.
Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring
tforth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we

might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Thanksgiving at the Table

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,

you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and

light.



In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.

The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,

we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
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Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Please be seated

Communion Song
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Distribution Hymn “Give Me Jesus” ELW 770

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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1 In the morning when I rise,
in the morning when I rise,
in the morning when I rise,
give me Jesus.

Refrain

Give me Jesus,

give me Jesus.

You may have all the rest,
give me Jesus.

4 Oh, when I come to die,
oh, when I come to die,
oh, when I come to die,
give me Jesus. Refrain

Distribution Hymn

2 Dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
give me Jesus. Refrain

3 Just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
give me Jesus. Refrain

5 And when I want to sing,
and when I want to sing,
and when I want to sing,
give me Jesus. Refrain

“We All Are One in Mission”
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved.

Used by permission. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

1 We all are one in mission;

we all are one in call,

our varied gifts united

by Christ, the Lord of all.

A single great commission
compels us from above

to plan and work together

that all may know Christ's love.

3 Now let us be united,
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel

tor God's redeeming Word.

Please stand if you are able

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

His care.
Amen

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

2 We all are called for service,
to witness in God's name.

Our ministries are diff'rent;
our purpose is the same:

to touch the lives of others
with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation

may feel God's warm embrace.

We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,

our varied gifts united

by Christ, the Lord of all.
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God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen

Sending Hymn “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW 820
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 Music: Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929 Public Domain

1 O Savior, precious Savior,
whom yet unseen we love;

O name of might and favor,

all other names above:

we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;

we praise thee and confess thee,
our holy Lord and King.

2 O bringer of salvation,

who wondrously hast wrought,

thyself the revelation

of love beyond our thought:

we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;

we praise thee and confess thee,
our gracious Lord and King.

3 In thee all fullness dwelleth,
all grace and pow'r divine;

the glory that excelleth,

O Son of God, is thine.

We worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;

we praise thee and confess thee,
our glorious Lord and King,.

4 Oh, grant the consummation

of this our song above,

in endless adoration

and everlasting love;

then shall we praise and bless thee
where perfect praises ring,

and evermore confess thee,

our Savior and our King!

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “O Savior, Precious Savior”
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 Music: Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929 Public Domain
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is:
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known”
And a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor Church: 419-625-2192
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off — Friday Cell: 419-680-0358
Mzrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. 419-625-2192

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com
Organist: Nathan Samsa

Usher: Ray Witt Lay Reader: Paula Hoffman Laws
Audio/Visual Tech.: Brandon Alt Communion Assistant: Paula Hoffman Laws
Website: www.stjohnlcsandusky.com Attendance: Aug. 16 - 45

Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky

2026 The Year of the Way of Love. “We love because he first loved us.”

Bible Verse for August: 7 John 3:23-24

“And this 1s his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit that he has given us”.

Council asks the congregation to offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the 250th
Anniversary of the founding of our nation, that God unites us as one people in our love
for Christ, our nation and one another.

Communion Clean-up today: Sue & Lynn Schlessman

Aug. 30 — Set-up — Joleen Dillender Clean-up — Sandy Thompson

Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry. If you would like to
help, please see Elizabeth Libben or Sandy Thompson.
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Rally Day: September 13th is Rally Day! We worship together with Zion Huron. Please
join us for a festive worship service, a delicious St. John's potluck and God’s Work Our
Hands service project. This is a great start for our fall and winter programs, but it's even
better when you are part of it. We gather at Edison Park Shelter, 6 East St. Milan, OH.
Coffee time will start at 10:00 am with worship at 10:30 followed by a potluck

lunch. After lunch we will assemble the personal care kit items that we have been
gathering during the month of August for LW Relief. Water and table service are
provided. You are invited to bring a dish to share.

Attention Members: Immediately following worship on Sunday, September 20, 2026,
a special congregational meeting will be held to discuss the future of the parsonage.

Child Safety Policy: We are implementing a new child safety policy at St John's. If you
will be working with our youth, please see Pastor Stacy for instructions on how to obtain
a background check. Thank you!Attention parents of Confirmation age children: If
you have a child or children in the 5%, 6™ and 7" grades they are eligible for St. John’s
Confirmation instruction. A parents meeting will be held on Sunday, August 30"
immediately following worship. Please contact Pastor Stacy, if you cannot attend the
meeting,

Americans and the Holocaust

Upper Sandusky Community Library is one of 50 U.S. libraries selected to host
Americans and the Holocaust, a traveling exhibition from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum and the American Library Association (ALA) that examines the motives,
pressures and fears that shaped Americans’ responses to Nazism, war and genocide in
Europe during the 1930s and 1940s. Americans and the Holocaust will be at USCL Aug.
19-Sept. 30, 2026.

Members of St. John’s you are invited to attend a group outing to visit the traveling
exhibition in Upper Sandusky. If you have not had the opportunity to visit the U.S.
Holocaust Museum in Washington, this is an opportunity to experience a piece of it
without having to travel a great distance. We will meet at the church at 11:00 am
Wednesday, August 26™ travel to Upper Sandusky, have lunch at a local restaurant and
then visit the exhibition at 2:00 pm. The sign-up sheet is at the back of the sanctuary.
Please sign-up as soon as possible so we can plan the arrangements.

Getting to Know Our Neighbors: This year, a focus at St John's is getting to know our
neighbors. How can we love who we don't know? Our next field trip is scheduled for
October 22, when we will go with Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries for a public
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immersive experience in Cleveland. The experience 1s 9-12, plus drive time. Space 1s
very limited and open to the entire public, so please let Pastor Stacy know if you can join
ASAP. Thank you to Lynn and Sue for helping organize this!

New Book Discussion Selection: “Bad Girls of the Bible” by Bible study teacher and
speaker Liz Curtis Higgs. Ten of the Bible's best-known femmes fatales parade across
the pages of this popular and unforgettable study with situations that sound oh-so-
familiar. Book discussion meets on Wednesday, September 9" at 10:00 am. Please read
chapters 1 & 2 for discussion.

August Ingathering of supplies for Lutheran World Relief!

The Faith Life Team asks the members from St. John’s and Zion Huron to gather
supplies for the LWR Personal Care Kits. For under $10.00 you can help supply the
needs of individuals who are living in refugee camps or experiencing any type of disaster.
LW Relief is very specific in what items we can gather for this project. Tubs are available
in the rear of the sanctuary and in the handicap entrance for your supplies. We gather
these supplies during August and up to Rally Day Sunday, September 13™ when we will
assemble the kits for our 2026 “God’s Work, Our Hands” project. Thank you in advance
for your generous donations.

Ingathering items:
light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and
52” x 27”), dark color recommended

bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original
wrapping

adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*

sturdy comb, remove packaging

metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging

*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individnal toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or
wrap

Endowment Grant Applications are being accepted: please contact a member of the
endowment team and they will be glad to mail you an application. The requests need to
be presented to the Endowment committee no later than October 4,2026. You can mail
the application back to the church, put your request in the endowment mailbox in the
basement or present it to any member of the committee. The committee members are
John Miller, Ted Call, Jetf Justi, Bob Stacy, Kathy Schlessman, Ron Zorn, Pastor Stacy.
If you have any questions, please see a member of the endowment committee.
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The Endowment Team will hold its quarterly meeting in mid to late October, at which
time all grant applications that have been presented will be reviewed and voted on.
Those that are approved will be sent to the Finance Team for additional review and
approval.

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 23*° THRU SEPTEMBER 6"

Sunday, August 23 9:30 am Worship
Wednesday, August 26 11:00 am Holocaust Museum Outing
Sunday, August 30 9:30 am Worship

11:30 am Confirmation parents meeting
Tuesday, September 1 1:00 pm Faith Life Team
Wednesday, September 2 12:00 noon | Scripture & Prayer at Parkvue
Sunday, September 6 9:30 am Worship

Attention Ladies of St. John’s: The ladies of Zion extend an invitation to you to join in
one of their ladies’ book studies. The Zion Lutheran Church Women offer two different
but similar monthly Bible Studies!

The Zion Lutheran Church Women are starting up their fall Bible study beginning
Thursday, August 13 at 10:30 am in the Christian Center. We enjoyed last year’s study of
“Bad Gitls of the Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs so much that we are following up this year
with “Slightly Bad Gitls of the Bible”

SPIRIT Women’s Bible Study group will resume meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 1 at
0:30 pm in the Upper Room at Zion. We will begin reading and discussing the book
“Bad Gitls of the Bible.” Please contact Mary Ann Hahn or Carol Hubner this month so
you can get the book in time for the first meeting.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church will celebrate the congregation’s Centennial on
Sunday, September 13, 2026 at 9:15 am at 502 Bardshar Rd. Sandusky, OH. They would
be deeply honored to have you join them as they mark this milestone with a special
Centennial Worship Service. Following the service, we invite you to stay and celebrate
with us at a Reception Brunch. A free donation will be received. Please RSVP for the
brunch by Sunday, August 31, 2026 by contacting the office, 419-626-0204 or email
TrinityElcaSandusky(@gmail.com.

We have moved into the digital age for your convenience! The following QR codes
can help you navigate to the St. John’s website, St. John’s Facebook page and share your
offerings through tithe.ly. Just scan the QR code and it will take you to that site.
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