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Jesus said to them, ―Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For
the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children. I tell
you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a
child will never enter it.‖ Then he took the children in his arms and
placed his hands on their heads and blessed them.
Mark 10:13-16 (New Living Translation)

ST. JOHN’S NEWS

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Dear friends, I give thanks to you for the many ways that you are caring
for the little children (and the not as little children) in our congregation.
We have so many opportunities for families and faith formation, and I
hope that you are able to participate in some (or all) of them. Many of
these opportunities are for people of all ages, as we know that we benefit
from being in community together!
A few opportunities include:
nd
nd
 2 Tuesdays-We gather on the 2 Tuesday of the month from 5:30-7
PM for fellowship, prayer, conversation, food, and to share our faith
(this isn’t as scary as it sounds…it’s all part of a natural, flowing conversation). Families with children and young people in their twenties
gather at Pastor Stacy’s home. Other congregation members gather at
various other homes. This is a great time to really connect with others,
and you can talk as little or as much as you would like. It’s not too
late to join! If you are interested in participating, please contact Pastor
Stacy at 419-680-0358.
 Camp—Summer is approaching, and we are almost ready. This year,
we are going to Camp Mowana in Mansfield for family camp June 29
-July 1. This is for all ages, and doesn’t require special walking or
camping skills. You can even stay in an air conditioned lodge that is
similar to a hotel. Youth in grades k-8 will also be attending camp
the week of July 22nd. We have scholarships available, and are doing
two fundraisers. When pastors are asked about an influential moment
in their lives that prepared them for ministry, many comment on
camp. You and your family are invited this summer, and even if you
are not attending camp, I encourage you to talk to the young people in
our congregation about their experiences.
 National Youth Gathering-Kylie Ross and Allison Young will be attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston this summer with
over 30,000 youth from around the world. They will worship, serve,
and grow in their faith in ways they will remember forever.
*See Pastor , pg. 2
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Day Camp is the week of June 18th at Zion, Huron. Camp
Counselors from Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio will be
leading this exciting time. Registration is full, and we thank the
many people from St. John’s who are volunteering with this.
Dinner Church worship continues on the 4th Wednesday of the
month at 6 PM in the basement of St. John’s. This was so well
received during Lent that we will continue to have a pot luck
meal at 6, and worship in a less formal environment at 7 PM.
Our next Dinner Church is at May 23rd and people of all ages
are invited.
A few team leaders and council members gather each week to
pray. After our six week session, another prayer group will
form. Will you consider joining us?
Weekly worship—we are so excited to have so many young
people in worship. We invite parents to sit near the front of the
sanctuary (our worship space) so that the kids can see and participate in worship. We love when they follow along and say
the Lord’s Prayer, watch the choir, and take it all in. Wiggles
and noises are welcome--that’s part of being a kid. If you do
not have kids with you in worship, please offer help to parents
by being friendly, by not commenting on or encouraging the
sounds (no matter how cute), and by giving any assistance the
parents or kids may need. We know that bringing kids to worship can be a lot of work, and we want them to feel welcome as
they grow in their faith and are important parts of our family.

These are just a few of the happenings around St. John’s for our
youth and all of our church family members as we live out our mission statement of being ―a family of disciples faithfully making
Christ known.‖ I pray that for each of us, no matter what age, our
faith continues to grow and we experience Christ’s love in a new
and life-changing way. If you have any interest in these or other
ways to shape our faith, please let me know. I love having conversations with you!
Walking with you in Christ,
Pastor Stacy

Third Quarter Team Ministry

Blessings to our Graduates
High School

Kassidy Burdue graduates June 3 from
Edison High School. Kassidy will attend Lorain Community College enrolled in the Dental Hygiene Program.

College

Jenna Stacy graduates May 4,
2018 from BGSU with a Bachelor of
Applied Health Science in Health Care
Administration with a minor in Business. Jenna is now employed at
Sprenger Health Care System in Avon
Lake, Ohio
Kyle Young graduates from Ohio
Northern University on May 13, 2018
with a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration with a Marketing Minor.
Thank you St. John’s for your years
of spiritual guidance as well as scholarship.
We love you all,
Kevin, Allison and Kyle
Brynn Baaske graduates from BGSU
with a Bachelor of Arts in Computer
Science and a minor in Food and Nutrition on Saturday, May 5th.
St. John’s will honor our graduates on
Sunday, June 3rd at our 9:30 worship
followed by a fellowship time. Keep
our young adults in your prayers as
they enter higher education and as they
begin their search for employment or
begin in their place of employment.

Volunteers are needed to help out with Third Quarter activities.
The third quarter activities are the lightest for all year. Third quarter covers, July, August, and September.
Washing of communion service will be one
of the main items; fellowship does not take
place during the summer months. Please
give prayerful thought to helping out with
this ministry of St. John’s. Please contact
Allison Young if you will help with this
ministry.
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St. John’s
Community
Giving Garden
It’s time to work in the
garden! Mark your
calendars with the
follow date:
May 19th—Planting
the ground with
seeds and plants.
Planting begins at
9:00 am. Bring
trowels, hoes etc.
Rain date:May
26th

Sister in Faith
Ruth Bruns, oldest member of St. John’s
went to be with her Lord on Tuesday, April
17, 2018 and laid to rest on Saturday, April
21st at Riverside Cemetery Berlin Hts. We
join with the family in grieving the loss of
Ruth, faithful member of St. John’s. Please
keep the family and friends in your prayers
during these difficult days.

May Birthdays
May 3—Corwin Semon
6—Bob Stacy
10—Lisa Johnson
Yvonne Semon
14 —Catherine Wilson
22 —Jim Semon
23 —Ronald Zorn
26 —Richard Schlessman
26 —Jon Baaske
28 —Alex Schlessman
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May is Arthritis Awareness month. Arthritis is very common, with
more than 100 different types. Osteoarthritis is the most common.
It is the leading cause of disability and affects people of all ages,
sexes and race. Common symptoms are joint swelling, pain, stiffness and decreased range of motion. These symptoms can range
from mild to severe. Your healthcare provider can help you determine if the symptoms you are experiencing could be arthritis.
There is no way to prevent arthritis but leading a healthy lifestyle
with good nutrition, exercise and a healthy weight can help decrease the risk, delay the onsite or manage the symptoms. To find
out more information go to www.arthritis.org

“Do not be wise in your own eyes in your eyes; fear the Lord
and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, and
strength to your bones.” Proverbs 3:7, 8.
FT Medical Center Health Ministry
Program

MayAnniversaries
May 9 —Nathan & Courtney
(Riley) Benich
21 —Jeff and Kristi Justi
22 —John and Heather Welch
24 —Pastor Stacy and Ryan
Scovanner

Altar Flowers
May 6—Jim and Bonnie Semon in
honor of Yvonne Semon’s
birthday
13—Jerrie Krawetzki
20—Kathy Strayer
27—Jeff & Kristi Justi in honor of
their wedding anniversary.
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Poet’s Corner

Supper Club Event
Our last Supper Club until September will be on May 17th at Applebee’s Restaurant on Milan Rd., Sandusky at 6:00 pm. Applebee’s has a wide variety of choices on their menu, so there should
be something for everyone. Our Supper Club gatherings have proved to
be a lot of fun for all, so sign-up to
join us for a night of fellowship, good
food and fun! Sign-up sheet will be
on the Welcome Table.
Kathy Strayer

YOUTH NEWS

Come!

by Jerry Bauer
"The Lord has become my stronghold, and
my God the rock of my refuge." Psalm 94:22
Times unsettled,
life uncertain,
causes for worry
mount and abound.
Can't sleep at night
too many thoughts,
possible things
that could go wrong.
Where can I turn
to find relief,
get some rest,
focus my life
on things that count?

Youth Worship and Last Day
of Sunday School:
Our youth will lead worship on Mother's
Day, May 13th. This will also be our last
day of Sunday School. If your child(ren) would like to
help lead this service, we encourage them to be in Sun-

God in Christ says
come to me,
I will your refuge
and stronghold be.
Trusting God
changes everything.

Fund Raiser

Mom to Mom Sale

Our youth continue to work
towards the National Youth
Gathering
(along
with
31,000 others around the
country) and towards going
to Camp Mowana this summer. We are selling pizzas, and will begin taking
orders April 8th! Pizzas are $10 for cheese and $11
for pepperoni. They are 12 inches, and will be
made by our youth. All pizzas will be fresh and
ready to bake or freeze. Orders are due by May
4th, and pizzas will be ready for pick-up at the
church on May 17th at 6 PM.

St. John's will host a mom-to-mom sale. This is a
great opportunity for moms to sell their gently used
baby and kid items to other moms, all in one place!
The sale will be on May 19th from 9-12. Tables for
selling items are $5, and it will cost $1 to come and
shop. The youth will have pizzas and cookies for
sale, and all proceeds will benefit the youth going
to Camp Mowana and the National Youth Gathering. If you would like to rent table space, please contact Pastor Stacy

St. John's is hosting a
book fair! Beginning May
6th, we will have books for
kids of all ages in the Upper
Room to browse. This is not a fundraiser, but is a great
way to share the good news of God's love with young
people in your life. Please look at the books, and fill
out the order form if you are interested.
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We Are Family Calendar: Do
you have an important event
coming up in your life? Do you
have a sporting event that you
want a cheering section for? We
are excited to have a new calendar at the back of
the sanctuary. Please write your important events
on the calendar (to invite the congregation) and
your cell phone number. If you have extra time in
your week, please see how you can support members of our church family by checking the calendar
and going to special events.
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Firelands Lutherans Active in Mission

Grace, Castalia—St. John’s Union Corners—St. John’s, Bellevue—St. Paul, Sandusky
St. Peter, Norwalk—Trinity, Sandusky—Zion, Sandusky—Zion, Huron

Your FLAMe Board met on April 16, 2018 at St. John’s.
FLAMe will be sending out letters to all congregations as a reminder to contribute to the FLAMe Mission
Fund. Each congregation’s share is a base $100, plus the average attendance times $2.50. This fund helps the
Board complete projects throughout the year and plan for future events. Thank you for your support!
FLAMe hosted a seminar on April 24th on Church Safety. After attending a special seminar on the topic, Erie
County Sheriff Paul Sigsworth approached the Board because he strongly feels every church needs a plan to
deal with intruders who may be armed and other safety issues. If you missed the seminar, please contact him
for help in designing your church’s emergency protection plan.
Save the date! The Giving Garden needs helpers to plant the garden on May 19th. The rain date will be May
25th. Feeding the hungry in our community is God’s will and we can do it together by supporting the Giving
Garden.
Lifetree Café will be on hiatus during the month of May. Leslie Foxworth plans to host the video/discussions
once a month throughout the summer. Watch for upcoming details.
Please continue to support the area youth in their fund raising efforts to attend the National ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas this summer. On your behalf, FLAMe is purchasing t-shirts for all the youth from our
area.
As part of the Sandusky Bicentennial Celebration area churches will share their church’s history by hosting an
Open House. St. Paul’s held their event on April 28th. Trinity will host an Open House on May 20th. View
Trinity’s history, the history of Venice, visit our worship space and columbarium, and enjoy a Toft’s Sundae
Bar from 2-4pm. Join Zion, Sandusky, St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, and First Congregational UCC
when they host a 3-church Block Party on July 22nd. Please support these FLAMe congregations as they shine
in the community.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FLAMe CHURCH NEWS:
Sunday, April 28th: St. Paul’s Open House as part of the Sandusky Bicentennial Celebration.
Thursday, May 10th: St. Paul, JOY Time, 6:00-7:30 PM, night of faith and fun for adults with developmental disabilities.
Sunday, May 20th: Welcome Table, St. Paul, noon-1:30, community meal, handicap accessible, all are welcome
Sunday, May 20th: Trinity Open House and Venice History as part of the Sandusky Bicentennial Celebration, 2-4 pm.
Sunday, May 20th: St. Peter, Norwalk, Chicken BBQ, 11:30-1 pm to support youth
Saturday, May 26th: Lutheran Memorial Camp Open Visit Day.
Friday, June 8th and Saturday, June 9th, 2018: Bowling Green, 2018 Synod Assembly ―Year of Purposeful Prayer‖
Thursday, June 14th: St. Paul, JOY Time, 6:00-7:30 PM, night of faith and fun for adults with developmental disabilities.
June 18-22: Lutheran Outdoor Ministry of Ohio, Day Camp, Zion Huron (sponsored by both
Zion-H and St. John’s)
Sunday, June 24th: Welcome Table, St. Paul, noon-1:30, community meal, handicap accessible,
all are welcome
June 27-July 1: Houston, TX, ELCA Youth Gathering
Sunday, July 22nd: Zion, Sandusky Block Party with neighboring congregations as part of the
Sandusky Bicentennial Celebration.
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
April 3, 2018
CALL TO ORDER: President Bob Krawetzki called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
PRAYER: Pastor Stacy opened with a prayer.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Krawetzki, Ann Voight, Paula Hoffman, Colleen Shupe, Bonny Ambos, Peg Kingsley,
Doug Tommas, Kevin Young, Barry Laird, Jake Deehr and Pastor Stacy
EXCUSED: Jerrie Krawetzki
MINUTES: March Council minutes were approved as submitted on motion from Kevin Young and seconded by Bonny Ambos. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
REPORTS:
Treasurer’s Report: Colleen reported: Offerings YTD: $21,087
Expenses YTD: $26,009
Net YTD: -$4922
Colleen Shupe showed Council members some statistics using a new program that utilizes the TV screen. Information
from that presentation included our giving $602 at Lenten services that will be used for sending our youth to Camp LOMO and $570 special collection given to support Trinity Seminary.
Barry Laird moved and Paula Hoffman seconded that we accept the treasurer’s report as given. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Pastor Stacy: Written report submitted. Pastor Stacy is forming a prayer group made up of current church leaders
which will meet for six weeks starting on April 26th. Since the Lenten suppers were so well attended she is trying having a similar kind of potluck meal and service to be held on the fourth Wed. of each month. These meals will be very
kid friendly.
Deacons: Nothing new to report.
Elders: Nothing new to report.
Trustees: Kevin Young reported that the trustees met with our insurance agent to go over some possible changes in our
current agreement. The trustees will get at least one other quote from another insurance company before reporting their
recommendations to Council. It’s possible that we may want to increase our liability insurance. All those who directly
work with children within the church may be required to have a background check. The current insurance company can
do those for $7 per person. Jake has been working on fixing the church sign which so far is not functioning. We may
upgrade to using LED lights. The wind has wreaked havoc over the years on the sign and is probably getting water into
the electrical mechanism when it rains. The cost of replacing the sign or upgrading to a digital sign will be quite high.
Jake also reported that on April 15th the parsonage will be wired for a direct feed.
Good News Amen: The next scheduled meeting is April 19th.
Worship Team: Nothing new to report.
FLAMe: Barry reported that FLAMe is organizing a meeting for April 24th at 7 PM for all area churches where the
sheriffs from the tri-county area will speak about church safety. This meeting will be held at St. Paul’s church in
Sandusky. FLAMe is also working on getting t-shirts printed for all kids going to camp this summer.
Finance Team: Nothing new to report
Faith/Life Team: Written report submitted. Paula Hoffman reported that a diaper shower for Paisley Luman will be
held after church on April 15th.
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OLD BUSINESS:
Council members worked on details of the Memorandum of Understanding for our church organist. Ann Voight moved
and Bonny Ambos seconded that we eliminate the weekly choir practice as part of the Sunday Service pay and make a
separate bullet on the MOU that states: ― $25 each choir practice.‖ Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. This MOU
will become effective as of April 1, 2018. Bob shared the changes that our administrative assistant made to that job description. We now have job descriptions for the organist, administrative assistant and the custodian.
Bob reminded Council that all team leaders are asked to keep track of the regular activities for which they are responsible during any given year.
NEW BUSINESS:
The property team is looking into the cost of replacing the church’s front and side doors. Jake reported they are getting
estimates for the front door and are suggesting that the side door be made of wood in the lower half so that we can install
a digital locking system. They will look into possibilities for a generator of some kind being purchased for the parsonage.
Colleen Shupe moved and Kevin Young seconded that we pay for the costs to enable Jenna Stacy to attend the Synod
Assembly Conference this year. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Adjournment: Colleen moved and Paula seconded that we adjourn our meeting. Motion passed. We prayed the Lord’s
Prayer before departing.
The next Council meeting will be May 1, 2018 at 7 PM in the Upper Room.
Respectfully submitted,
Peg Kingsley
Congregational Council Secretary

ST. JOHN’S HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
June Gorga: At Commons of Providence
Jean Hlavin: Parkvue Place, Sandusky
Rachel Kalizewski: Gaymont Nursing Home, Norwalk
(Renee Barkhimer's mother)
Ruth Knupke: At home, Huron
Jean Nottke: At home, Huron
Margaret Ommert: At home, Huron
Joan Zorn: at The Meadows
Eloise Mitchell: At Commons of Providence
Irma Moon: At Admiral’s Pointe
Harriett Schlessman: At the Willows at Bellevue Rm
#518
Addresses and contact information may be found in
the congregational directory unless they reside in a
nursing home. Thanks for
caring!
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Your Prayers Needed

Prayer is one of the most beautiful and meaningful gifts we can offer one another. Occasionally there are folks in this congregation,
or friends or relative of members, in need of
prayer for various reasons. Your prayers are
needed for:
Polly Scheid DiCocco – undergoing cancer
treatments
Becky Johnson – daughter of Don and Vicky
Johnson diagnosed with Mantle Cell lymphoma, a rare and aggressive form of cancer.
Peggy Girten - diagnosed with breast cancer
(Adam Vance’s mother in law)
Ramona Knauer - massive stroke - (Ted
Vance’s mother in law)
The family of Ruth Bruns – grieving the
death of mother, grandmother, great grandmother.
Sylvia and John – in need of our prayers.
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May is Scholarship month at St. John’s
We’re raising funds for the St. John’s Scholarship Fund. The fund benefits all college, seminary students or anyone pursuing training or education beyond high
school and is a member of St. John’s. We need your financial support to ensure
that scholarships will continue to be available. Please give prayerful thought to
help with this special ministry.
You can give by placing your donation in the enclosed envelope marked St.
John’s Scholarship Fund and mail it to the church or place it in the Sunday morning offering plate. Scholarship Team: Sue Lucht and Linda Miller-Moore

With heartfelt thanks to the members of St. John’s for the prayers,
cards, words of sympathy and support
at the death of our mother, Ruth
Bruns. Mom felt your love and concern for the many years that she was
homebound with your prayers, visits,
cards, communion visits and especially Pastor Stacy and Mia’s prayers and
visits.
Thank you to Pastor Stacy for being
with us, her love and support and leading us in worship. Thank you to all
who helped with the service and the
ladies who helped serve the luncheon
and all the wonderful desserts.
We are truly blessed to be a part of
such a Spirit filled congregation.
God’s blessings to each and everyone
as we walk this journey together with
our Lord and Savior.
The Family of Ruth Bruns

May 20, 2018
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A F AMILY OF
D ISCIPLES ,
F AITHFULLY M AKING
C HRIST KNOWN

May 2018
SUN

6 Flowers:
Yvonne
Semon

13 Flowers:
Jerrie
Krawetzki

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

1 Church
Council
7:00 pm

2 Choir
Practice
7:00 pm

3

4

5 Art and
Pizza for
youth of all
ages.
12 noon

7
Quilting
Session
9:00 am

8
Second
Tuesday
Small Group
5:30-7 pm

9
Worship
Team-6:00

10

11

12

14

15 Property
Team
Meeting
7:00 pm

16
Choir
Practice
7:00 pm

17
Supper
Club-6:00
pm at
Applebees

18

19
Garden
Planting
9:00 pm

24

25

Youth lead
worship

Choir
Practice
7:00 pm

Crossroads
3:30-6 pm
Joy Time at
St. Paul’s
6-7:30 pm
Faith Life
6:30 pm

Mom to
Mom Sale
9-12

Final Day for
Sunday
School

20
Flowers:
Kathy
Strayer

21
Quilting
Session
9:00 am

22

23 Dinner
Church
6 pm Dinner, 7 pm
Worship
Choir
Practice
7:30 pm

S T . J OH N ’ S L UT H E R AN
CHURCH
106 S CHE ID RD
S AN D U S K Y , OH I O 4 4 8 7 0
P H ON E : 4 1 9 - 6 2 5 - 2 1 9 2
E - M AI L :
S T J OH N C A L @ G M AI L . C O M
W E BS I T E :

W W W . S T J OH N L C S AN D U SK Y .
COM

27Flowers: 28
Jeff &
Kristi Justi

SAT

29

30

31

26

St. John’s Lutheran Church
106 Scheid Rd.
Sandusky, OH 44870
A Family of Disciples,
Faithfully Making
Christ Known!
!

Sunday School 9:00 AM
May 6 & 13th
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

ADDRESS CHANGE REQUESTED

Second Quarter Team MINISTRY LEADERS
Kathy Strayer
Phyllis Stengel
Bonny Ambos
May 6
Communion Glasses and
Fellowship
June 3
Communion Glasses
Fellowship for our graduates

Lay Readers:
May 6—Linda Miller-Moore
13—Youth of St. John’s
20—Jason Shupe
27—
Communion Assistants:
May 6—Paula Hoffman
13—Youth of St. John’s
20—Jim Semon, Sr.
27—

SUMMER
WORSHIP HOURS
Please note we will
change our summer
worship time this year.
Worship will be at
9:30 a.m. beginning
June 3rd thru
September 2nd.

Teams will be in charge of com- Ushers: Needed for May
munion glasses, fellowship, and Acolytes: Needed for May
altar cloths.
Youth Psalm Readers

Contact Allison Young if you May 6—Cassidy Lane
have any questions.
13—Youth

20—Cassidy Lane
27—Cassidy Lane
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