St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
January 17, 2021

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH 44870
(419) 625-2192 www.stjohnlcsandusky.com
Parking Lot Worship 9:00 am
Zoom Worship 10:30 a.m.
January 17, 2021 Second Sunday after Epiphany
In the church parking lot, please turn your car
radio to 101.7 FM to listen to our worship service at 9 AM.
This signal is only 1500 feet.
You can also join us on Zoom for worship at 10:30 AM.
Welcome to Worship. All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just
pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of
Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he
comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather
whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the
house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place
where Nathanael will meet God.
We welcome and thank Deacon Erin Bodenstab for leading our worship this morning.
Gathering Hymn
"I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?" Refrain
Refrain
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

“Here I Am, Lord”
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I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:13
And also with you.
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
(John 1)
Scripture Song
Refrain
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
1. Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe, just and true are your
ways, O Ruler of all the nations. Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the
glory of your name? Refrain
2. For you alone are the Holy One. All nations will draw near and worship before
you, for your just and holy works have been revealed. Refrain
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (Read responsively)
1
LORD, you have searched me out;
O LORD, you have known me.
2
You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

3

You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
5

You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
13
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
15
My body was not hidden from you,
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were
written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
17
How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
Second Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
1

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay
down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed
to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See,
I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house
forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he
told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is
the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”
19
As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the LORD.]
Gospel Acclamation
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!
Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the Scriptures.
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!
Gospel: John 1:43-51
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s
friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Deacon Erin Bodenstab
“Will You Come and Follow Me”
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Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?
Response to the Word
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13-14

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.

Jude 20

Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude 21

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:17

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God
and to one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to
the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our
sins.
Amen
Peace
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one
another, live in peace.
2 Corinthians 13:11
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
Offering
We give back to God what God first gives us. Offering can be mailed in to the church at
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky OH 44870, by texting give to 614-389-9681, or given on our
church website.

Offertory
Glory to you, God, for yours is the earth; yours the anointing, the radiant worth.
Ours the rejoicing for spirits aflame; ours the thanksgiving to your holy name.
Ours be the telling of deeds greatly done; yours be the glory, O God, yours alone.
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your great love
for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be for many a
sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in your divine life, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Praying this week’s prayer requests
Prayer requests can be emailed to stacylauer@gmail.com, texted to 419-680-0358, or
mailed to the church.
Response: let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Hymn

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star
to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David's stem
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in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Council Prayer: We ask the members of St. John’s to pray this month for all people in
leadership positions throughout all facets of our nation and community as we embark on
a new year. We pray especially for all those involved in the distribution of the
Coronavirus vaccine.
As another tool to help you during this unusual, and sometimes concerning, time, St.
John's is providing copies of Max Lucado's Anxious for Nothing, Finding Calm in a
Chaotic World to any family who would like one. Books are located in a gray plastic bin

next to the bench by the glass door to the church. Please take one at your convenience,
and sign your name on the sheet inside the box so we know who has participated. You
are welcome to keep the book, or pass it along to someone else who may need comfort
during this time. Thanks to Sue Lucht for suggesting this. We wish you all a blessed
week. Your St. John's family
January Announcements:
January 17th worship will be on Zoom only at 10:30.
January 20th will be a Bible Study at noon. We will talk about the image of God. An
optional video to view can be found at:
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week6-image-of-god/
January 20th at 7 PM on Zoom the catechism class will meet.
January 24th worship is at 9 AM in the parking lot and 10:30 on Zoom.
January 31st worship is at 9 AM in the parking lot and 10:30 on Zoom.
January Birthdays
Jan. 2—Vicki Johnson
Helen Williams
3—Doreen Ross,
5—Jean Nottke
7—Marcia Dawson
9—Scott Riley
Pastor Stacy
11—Jacob Deehr
Attention members of St. John’s:
St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2021,
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. Zoom worship service. The annual report will be
sent by email to all members who have email and a printed copy will be mailed to those
without email. If you would like a printed copy of the annual report, please notify Sandy
Thompson by email sandy8110@gmail.com or phone 419-625-2192. If you have any
questions concerning any of the material in the
report, please send your questions to Kevin Young at Kryoung4196242422@gmail.com
or phone 419-624-2422.

Annual Meeting Zoom link or phone number to call into the meeting:

Zoom link: Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/599020207?pwd=eUc3SHBSZ0RHNjRPbkwrUWhKS1Rld
z09
Meeting ID: 599 020 207
Passcode: 026198
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,599020207#,,,,*026198# US (New York)

